Abnormal proteolysis (DIC)--successful treatment with antithrombin III concentrate and a concentrate containing F XIII and native von Willebrand factor.
Two patients with life-threatening disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC) syndrome, one caused by Gram-negative bacteria and one by premature separation of the placenta, are described. Specific substitution was given by antithrombin III concentrate and AHF-Kabi, a low purity factor VIII concentrate containing native von Willebrand factor and factor XIII. The treatment quickly returned the extremely low levels of antithrombin III, factor VIII:C, fibrinogen and factor XIII, initially found, to normal, and also returned the multimeric pattern of von Willebrand factor to normal. This resulted in diminished bleeding, enabling surgical treatment of the underlying disease.